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Statistics

CATALOGUE NUMBER 8741.2

10 JANUARY 1995

DWELLING UNIT COMMENCEMENTS REPORTED BY
APPROVING AUTHORITIES, VICTORIA,
OCTOBER 199%4

PLEASE NOTE - Two major changes have taken place in the collection and presentation of Building
Commencement statistics, commencing with the reference month of July 1994;

(1) Inclusion in dwelling unit commencement (first inspection) statistics, details relating to approvals issued by
Registered Private Surveyors following implementation by the Victorian Government of the Building Act 1993
on | July 1994 - refer to paragraph 2 of the explanatory notes.

(2) Preseatation in Table 3 in this publication, of Statistical Local Area information, which reflects boundary
changes implemented by the State Government as part of its ongoing review of local government boundaries,
Refer to paragraphs 15 and 16 in the explanatory aotes, and the lists of boundary changes ¢nclosed with the July
and October 1994 issues of this publication. Copies of thesc lists are also available from ABS Victoria on request.

MAIN FEATURES

NUMBER OF NEW DWELLING UNITS COMMENCED
TREND ESTIMATES

® Trend estimates of the number of dwelling units [ 4.000

comimenced in October 1994 (2,684) showed
a small increase over the figure recorded
for September 1994 (2,661) and a 7 per cent F 3.000
increase over the figure recorded for October
1993 (2,513). The trend estimate has shown a

slight increase each month since July 1993, - 2,000
® In original terms the number of dweliing units - T a , 1000
commenced in October 1994 (2,843) was 16 per Ot Oct Oct Oct

cent higher than in September 1994 (2.442) 1988 1950 1992 1994

and 8 per cent higher than in October 1993

(2.640). NUMBER OF NEW DWELLING UNITS COMMENCED
ORIGINAL
] There were 345 new other residential buildings [ 4.000
commenced during October 1994, the highest
number recorded since May 1994 when 398
units were recorded. [ 3.000
F2.000
. . . L L1000
Oct Oct Oct Oct
1988 1990 1992 1994

For further information about statistics in this publication and the availability of related unpublished

statistics, contact Denis Ward or Leon Kinnersly on Mcibourne (03) 615 7000; or any ABS State
INQUIRIES office.

For information about other ABS statistics and services contact Information Services on Melbourne

(03) 615 7000; or any ABS State oflice.
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TABLE 1. NUMBER OF NEW DWELLING UNITS COMMENCED BY OWNERSHIP
AND TYPE OF RESIDENTIAL BUILDING

Private sector Public sector Total
Qther Other Other
residential residential residentia!
buildings buiidings buidings
Period Houses {a} Total Houses fa) Total Howuses {aj Totaf
MELBOURNE STATISTICAL DIVISION (b)
196192 14,063 1,446 15508 411 541 952 14,474 1,987 16,461
1992-93 16,622 1,877 18,4596 639 213 852 17,261 2,050 19351
1993-64 16,918 2,881 19,799 760 296 1,056 17,678 3,177 20,855
1963
Augunst 1,481 184 1675 53 14 67 1,534 208 1,742
September 1,255 258 1,513 55 29 84 1310 287 1,597
Ocaober 1,452 206 1,658 64 — 64 1,516 206 1722
November 1,472 195 1,667 44 —_ 44 1,516 195 1,711
December 1,189 350 1,539 212 2 214 1,401 352 1,753
1994— )
January 1,114 266 1,380 72 68 140 1,186 334 1520
February 1,408 152 1560 42 49 21 1450 201 1,651
March 1,744 180 1,924 42 20 62 1,786 200 1986
April 1,299 260 1,559 35 34 68 1,334 294 1628
May 1,538 346 1,884 ag 36 T4 1,576 382 1,958
June 1,494 158 1,652 36 16 52 1,530 174 1,704
July 1,575 182 1,757 20 86 106 1,595 268 1,863
August 1,685 47 1832 16 3 1% 1,701 150 1,851
September 1,597 25 1,692 12 4 16 1,609 99 1,708
October 1,723 305 2,028 3 — 3 L7 305 2,031
VICTORIA
1991-92 21,655 1,944 23599 613 751 1364 22,268 2,685 24963
1992-93 25,248 2,214 27462 978 322 1300 26226 2,536 28,762
109394 25,895 3070 28965 1,107 441 1,548 27,002 3,511 30513
1993 —
August 2216 224 2440 .14 14 94 2296 238 2,534
Sepiember 1,949 271 2220 90 29 119 2,039 300 2339
October 2,235 244 2479 161 — 161 2,3%6 244 2640
November 2,360 212 2572 T4 [ 80 2434 218 2,652
December 1,895 354 2,249 247 2 249 2,142 356 2,498
1994—
January 1,742 275 2017 100 68 168 1,342 343 2,185
February 2,084 166 2250 48 148 196 2132 314 2446
March 2,576 199 2975 58 25 83 2634 224 2,858
Apnil 2.001 270 227 62 41 103 2,063 311 2374
May 2,375 362 2737 49 36 85 2,424 398 28
June 2,286 167 2,453 45 44 89 2,331 211 2542
July 2,318 200 2,518 29 92 121 2347 292 2,639
August 2,480 169 2,649 26 28 54 2,506 197 2703
September 2,305 105 2,410 19 13 12 2324 118 2,442
Gctober 2,481 07 2,788 17 38 55 2,498 345 2,843

{&) Number of dwelling units. (b} Please refes w page 14 for & summary of changes to Statistical Divisions which were implemented
on ! July 1991,



TARLE 2. NUMBER OF NEW PRIVATE SECTOR HOUSES AND TOTAL NEW DWELLING UNITS COMMENCED,

VICTORIA
Private sector houses Total dwellings
Seasonally Trernd Seasonally Trend
Period Original adjusted(a) estimatefa) Original adjusted(a) estimatefa)
1991-92 21,655 21,553 21,540 24,963 24 891 24,938
199253 25,248 25,252 25282 28,762 28,757 28,848
1963-54 25,895 25916 25,871 34,513 30,540 30,441
1993—
August 2216 2,172 2,096 2534 2,529 2,495
September 1,949 2,073 2,077 2335 2,581 2,506
October 2,235 2,062 2,068 2,640 2518 2,513
November 2,360 2,073 2,073 2,652 2,417 2,517
December 1,885 2,048 2,094 2,498 2,570 2,518
1964
January 1,742 2,098 2,129 2,185 2491 2,525
February 2,084 2,130 2,175 2,446 2545 2,543
March 2,576 2,441 2217 2,858 2,630 2,563
April 2,001 2,154 2251 2374 2517 2,519
May 2,375 2,212 2278 28R 2593 2,591
June 2,286 2,353 2300 2,542 2,658 2,605
July 2,318 2,280 2321 2,639 2,581 2,622
August 2,480 2,349 2342 2,703 2617 2,641
September 2,305 2,467 2,357 2,442 2,681 2,661
October 2,481 2,284 2381 2,843 2,707 2,684
(a) See paragraphs 8 10 11 of Explanaiary notes,
NEW DWELLING COMMENCEMENTS, YICTORIA, NUMBER OF NEW DWELLING COMMENCEMENTS
ANNUAL PERCENTAGE CHANGE
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TABLE 4. NUMBER OF NEW HOUSES COMMENCED BY MATERIAL OF OLTER WALLS, OWNERSHIP,
AND STATISTICAL DIVISION, OCTOBER 1994 (a)

Double brick,
Statistical stone and Brick Fibre Qther and
division concrete veneer cement Timber not staled Total
PRIVATE SECTOR

Meltoume i7 1,076 6 39 585 1,723
Rarwon _— 93 2 19 83 197
Western Disunct 4 23 — 3 4 34
Central Highlands — 31 1 6 23 61
Wimmera — 13 2 5 & 26
Mallee -_ 15 — 2 13 30
Loddon-Campaspe 2 85 2 Il 86 186
Goulbum i 439 3 15 a2 100
Ovens-Murray ] 35 1 3 6 45
East Gippsland - 13 5 5 22 45
Gippsland 6 69 7 14 21 117

Total Victoria at 1,492 28 116 814 2,481

PUBLIC SECTOR

Melboume 1 1 — — 1 3
Barwon — — — — 2 2
Wesiern Disinct —_ —_ — — . —
Central Highlands —_ —_ — — — —
Wimmera — —_— -— — — —_
Mallee — —_ — —_ 11 11
l.oddon-Campaspe — — — — 2
Goulbum — — -—_ p— — —
Ovens-Murmray — — — — — —
East Gippsland — 1 — — — 1
Gippsland — — — — — —

Total Victoria 1 2 — — 14 17

TOTAL

Melboume 18 1,077 6 39 586 1,726
Barwon — 93 2 19 BS 19¢
Western District 4 23 —_ 3 4 34
Central Highlands — 3l 1 [ 23 6l
Wimnmera — 13 2 5 6 26
Mallee — 15 —_ 2 24 41
Loddon-Campaspe 2 gs 2 11 88 188
Goulbum 1 49 3 15 32 100
Ovens-Mumay 1 35 1 3 [ 46
Eas1 Gippsland — 14 5 5 22 46
Gippsland 6 &9 7 14 21 117

Total Victoria 32 1,494 28 116 828 2,498

(a) Pleasc refer w page 14 for = summary of changes 1o Swuitistical Divisions which were implomented on 1 July 1991.
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EXPLANATORY NOTES

Introduction

This publication contains monthly delails of

the number of new dwelling units reporicd by
approving authoritics as having commenced in cach
statistical local area,

Scope and coverage :
2. The statistics were compiled from monthly
reports, provided by local and other government
authorities, together with licensed private building
surveyors, of commencements of new houses and new
other residential buildings for which:

(@} building permils were issued by licensed
municipal building surveyors employed in
tocal government authorities;

th) contracts {let or day labour work) was
authorised by Commonwealth, State, semi-
governinient,  and  local  government
authorities;

{c) building penmits were issued by licensed
private building surveyors.

The last category retlects implementation of the 1993
Building Act by the Victorian Government from 1 July
1994,

3. The number of dwelling units creaicd by
altcrations and additions to existing buildings, and
through the construction of new non-residentiof
huildings 1s not included.

Definitions

4. A dwelling unit is defined as a sclf-contained
suite of rooms, including cooking and bathing facilities
and intended for long-term residential use. Units
(whether self-contained or not) within  buildings
offering institutional care, such as hospitals, or
temporary accommodation such as motels, hostels, and
holiday apartments, are nol defined as dwelling units.

5. A residential building is defined as a building
predominantly consisting of one or morc dwelling
units. Residential buildings can be either houses or
other residential buildings as follows:

(o) A house is defined as a detached building
predominantly used for long-term residential
purposes and consisting of only one
dwelling umt. Thus detached ’granny flats’
and dectached dwelling units  (such  as
caretakers’ residences) associated with non-
residential buildings are defined as houscs
for the purpose of these statistics.

fh)  An other residential building is defined as a
building which is predominantly used for
long-term residential purposes and which
contains {or has attached to it) more than
onc dwelling unit (e.g. includes wwwnhouses.
duplcxes, apartmient buildings, etc.).

6. Commencements. For the purposes of this
statistical series, a residential building is regarded as
being commenced on the date when:
fa)  The building work is first inspected by a
local government or other government
authority building inspector or surveyor,
whether the work is passed or not, In
general, the first inspection is undertaken at
the foundations or footings stage of
construction; or
th)  The building work is dcicrmined as
commenced by a building inspecior or
SUrveyor.

7. Ownership. The ownership of a building is
classified as either public sector or private sector
according 1o the sector of the intended owner of the
completed building as cvident at the time of approval.
Residential buildings being construcied by private
sector builders under government housing authority
schemes whereby the  autherity has contracted, or
inlcnds (o contract, to purchase the buildings on or
before completion, are classified as public sector.

Seasonal adjustment

8. Original and seasonally adjusted building
statistics arc shown in Tablec 2. In the scasonally
adjusted serics, account bas been taken of normal
scasonal factors and “trading day’ effects (arising from
the varying numbers of Sundays, Mondays, Tuesdays,
elc. in the month) and the effect of movement in the
date of Easter which may, in successive years, atfect
figurcs for diffcrent months.

9. Since seasonally adjusted statistics reflect
both iregular and trend movermnents, an upward or
downward movemenl in a seasonally adjusied series
does not necessarily indicatc a change of trend.
Particular care should therefore be taken in inlerpreting
individual month to month movements.

1. Trend estimate dwelling unil commencement
statistics arc shown in Table 2. The trend estimales
{formerly referred to as smoothed scasonally adjusted
series) have been derived by applying a 13-term
Henderson-weighted moving average 1o the series.

. While this technique enables trend estimate
data for the latest period to be produced, it docs result
in revisions to the trend cstimate scrics for the most
recent months as  additional observations  becoine
available. There may also be revision as a result of
changes in the original data, and as a result of the re-
cstimation of the scasonal factors.

Australian Standard Geographical Classification
12. Lssues of (his publication from July 1991 to
June 1994 inclusive contain geographicat division and
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nonenclature based on  the  Austrafion  Standard
Geographical Classification (ASGQ) edition 2.3, The
'Off shore arcas and migratory” category has been
excluded from all 1ables.

13, Following a review of statistical geographic
boundarics undertaken by the ARS, the Shires of
Cranbourne, Healesville and Pakenham, cach formerly
split into two Statistical Local Areas {SLAS), one tn the
Mclbourne Statistical Division and onc in the East
Central  Slatistical Division, have each been
amalgamated 10 one SLA, these being located fully in
the Melbourne Statistical Division.

14, From | July 1991, the date of effect of these
changes emanating [rom the review for building
commencement statistics, the only Local Governement
Arca which is split into 2 SLAs and transverses
statistical division boundaries is the Shire of Upper
Yarra, which is partlly in the Melboume Statistical
Division and partly in (he CGippsland Siatistical
Division.

15, As a result of an ongoing review of local
government  boundaries initiated by the Victorian
Government, substantial alterations have been made 1o
Statistical Local Areas and Statistical Subdivisions in
Victoria in 1994, Changes resuiting from the review of
boundaries in the Geclong, Bendigo and Ballarat
regions, together with changes resulting from the
creation of the Shire of Surf Coast and the redefinition
of the boundari¢s of the City of Mclbourne have been
effected in Edition 2.4 of the ASGC. New SLAs have
been included in the Barwon, Central Highlands and
Loddon-Campaspe divisions. Details of these changes
arc provided in a listing cnclosed with the July 1994
issue of this publication,

These changes have been incorporated in
Building Statistics from July 1994, In Table 3
statistics, comunencing with July 1994, are presented
on the new SLA basis. Statistics in Table 3 relating to
previous periods are presented on the former SLA
basis.

16. Further changes rcsulting from the review of
boundaries will not be reflected in SLA changes until
the next review of the ASGC, duc in July 1995, As an
interim measure the affected SLA’s are grouped on a
"best fit” basis under the heading of the newiy crealed
LGA's,

Changes resulting from the reviews dealing
with the Inncr Melbourne and South Western Victorian
regions have been applied on thix basis from the
October 1994 issue of this publication and details arc
provided in a listing enclosed with this issue.

Comparability of statistics

17, Because of the difference in dala sources,
collection methodologies, and timing of natification of
commencements, care should be exercised  in

comparing quarterly data derived from  monithty
dwelling unit commencements  statistics, with the
yuarterly dwelling unit commencements statistics from
the Building Activity Survey (published in Building
Activity, Victoria 87152.2).

Unpublished data and related publications

18. The ABS can also make available certain
dwelling unit commencement data which arc not
published. Where it is not practicable to provide the
required information by telephone, data can be
provided in the following [forms: microfiche,
photocopy, computer printout, and manually cxtracted
tabulation. A charge may bec made for providing
unpublished information in these forms.

19. Users may also wish to refer to the [ollowing

building and construction publications which are

available on request:

Building Approvals, Australia (8731.0) (monthly)
(313.50)

Building Approvals, Vicioria (8731.2) (monthly)
(311.00)

Building Approvals. Victoria - Small Area Summary
(8733.2) (annual) ($8.50)

Building Activity, Australia  (8752.0) ({quarterly)
(314.50)

Building Activity, Victoria  (8752.2) (quarterly)

(811.00)

Engineering  Construction,  Australia  (8762.0)
(quarterly) ($11.00)

Building. Victoria (8710.2) (P.O.A.)

20. All publications produced by the ABS are
listed in the Catalogue of Publications, Australia
(1101.0) which is available free of charge from any
ARS Office.

Electronic services

A large range of data is available via on-line
services, diskette, magnetic tape, tape cartridge and CD
ROM. For more details aboul our electronic data
scrvices, contact any ABS Office.

Symbols and other usages
In this publication. Cities are marked (C),
Towns (T), Boroughs {(B), and Shires (S).

r figure or series revised since previous 18sue
n.a. not available

- nil or rounded down to zero

M.S.D. Melboume Statistical Division

Where  figures  have  been  rounded,
discrepancies may occur between sums of the
component items and totals.

STUART JACKSON
Deputy Commonwealth Statistician



Statistics

For more information ...

The ABS publishes a wide range of statistics and ather infermation on Australia's
economic and social conditions. Details of what is available in various pubtications
and other products can be found in the ABS Catalogue of Publications and Products
available at ali ABS Offices (see below for contact details).

Information Consultancy Service

Information tailored to special needs of clients can be obtained from the Information
Consultancy Service available at ABS Offices (see Information Inguiries below for
contact details).

National Dial-a-Statistic Line
0055 86 400

{Steadycom Pil: premium rate 25¢21.4 sers )

This number gives 24-hour access, 365 days a year for a range of statistics.

Electronic Data Services
A large range of data is available via on-line services, diskette, magnetic tape, tape
cartridge and CD ROM. For more details about our electronic data services, contact
any ABS Office (see below).

Bookshops and Subscriptions

There are over 400 titles of various publications available from ABS bockshops in all
ABS Offices (see below Bookshop Sales for contact details). The ABS alsc provides
a subscription service through which nominated publications are provided by mail on
a regular basis at no additional cost (telephone Publications Subscription Service toll
free on 008 02 0608 Australia wide).

Sales and Inquiries

Regional Offices information Inquiries Bookshop Sales
SYDNEY (02) 268 4611 268 4620
MELBOURNE (03) 815 7000 615 7829
BRISBANE (07) 222 6351 222 6350
PERTH (09) 360 5140 360 5307
ADELAIDE  (08) 237 7100 237 7582
HOBART (002) 20 5800 20 5800
CANBERRA  (08) 207 0326 207 0326
DARWIN (C89) 43 2111 43 2111
National Office
ACT (06) 252 6007 008 020 608
ABS Email Addresses

Keylink STAT.INFC/ABS

X.400 (C:AU ATELMEMO,0:ABS SN:INFO,FN-STAT)

Internet STAT.INFO@ABS. TELEMEMO.AU

>

information Services, ABS, PO Box 10, Belconnen ACT 2616



& Commonwealth of Australia 1993 II ||‘ “

2874120010946

ISSN 0814-238X
Recommended retail price: $11.00



